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Lesson One 

What is prophecy? 

Prophecy is a gift from the Lord to his people, given through the Holy Spirit.  When 
Christians ask God to give them this gift, and keep asking until he does so, they are able 
to speak out to others words which they did not prepare beforehand.  These words will 
encourage and strengthen the Church, and in some cases tell them what to do. 

God speaks to his people in many ways, for instance; through preaching, Bible reading, 
visions, dreams, etc.,  Visions or dreams are usually given to God’s people, but they are 
occasionally given to non-Christians.  God is not restricted to just one method of 
speaking to people.  When you look at creation with all its varied aspects, it is hardly 
likely that such a God would choose only one way of sharing his feelings and plans with 
men and women. 

In this study we will confine ourselves to the way God speaks directly through prophecy.  
He loves to share his heart with us, and in true prophecy we will hear what is in his 
heart and mind.  He has always communicated with mankind, either through dreams or 
angel messengers, or Scripture, but we are considering how he speaks through prophecy 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

2 Peter 1:21 “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 

God gives prophecy for the following reasons 

1) To enable men to write Scripture. 

This was only given to a few men who wrote the Bible which we have today.  Inspired 
words were given to these men by the Spirit, to enable them to write it.  No one is able 
to prophecy or write in this way today. 

2) To reveal his heart and mind to his people 

At its highest level, prophecy comes through someone who understands the heart and 
mind of God, and then reveals it to us. 

Amos 3:7 “Surely the Sovereign Lord does nothing without revealing his plan to his 
servant the prophets.” 

But there are different levels of prophecy, simply because people vary in their 
spirituality, and their capacity to express things clearly.  Someone in a church may 
prophesy in these words, ‘My children, I am with you.’  This is a true prophetic word, 
and it will bring a little comfort to some who hear it.    However, it is not as deep, life 
changing and encouraging as another prophecy in which God shows the church what its 
real condition is what they are to do about it, and in which way God offers them the 
help of the Holy Spirit.   
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The person who brought the first word was a godly keen Christian, but the one who 
brought the second word was constantly reading, studying and meditating on the 
Scriptures taking far more trouble over their spiritual development. 

3) To show God’s people some things which will happen in the future. 

Often in countries where Christians are being persecuted they are warned through 
prophecy that the secret police are on their way to arrest them, and they are able to 
escape. 

The whole book of Revelation is one long prophecy predicting the future and declaring 
the current word of God. 

4) To give prophetic guidance to individual people or churches. 

Prophecy gives particular instructions about special needs which the Bible does not give.  
Prophecy adds the ‘particular’ to the ‘general’ guidance of Scripture.  The Bible gives 
strategy, prophecy provides tactics.  God’s past promises assured victory, but the when 
and where had to be “enquired of the Lord” by consulting prophets.  The Bible tells us 
how to live, but not where; how to marry, but not who, how to do our job, but not what 
job.  The “sons of God” are those who are “led by the Spirit” as well as those who live 
by the Scripture. 

Prophecy includes visions and dreams, and angelic messages 

The difference between a vision and a dream is that a vision is seen while awake or 
conscious, and a dream is a vision seen while asleep or unconscious.  In some cases 
people see a picture and as they start do describe what they see it becomes a prophetic 
vision. 

Visions 

God said he would use these methods of communication. 

Numbers 12:6 “Listen to my words:  When a prophet of the Lord is among you, I 
reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in dreams.” 

God also said that visions and dreams would increase in the last days. 

Acts 2:17.  “In the last days, God says I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your 
sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men 
will dream dreams.” 

As we draw closer to the last days we should ask for and expect these gifts to increase in 
our churches. 

Ezekiel 8: 2-4. God gave Ezekiel a vision of the idolatry going on in the Temple.  Secret 
sin in the Church can be exposed in this way. 
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Daniel 1:17. God gave Daniel and his friends visions, and these impressed the King so 
much that he gave them positions of great influence in his kingdom. 
Daniel 2:28.  Nebuchadnezzar, a heathen King, was given both a dream and a vision by 
God.  They showed him the future of the world, and his part in it. 

2 Corinthians 12:1. Paul had visions of Heaven that changed his whole life.  We should 
not be afraid to ask God to show us at least something of Heaven’s glory.  After all, we 
are going to live there forever! 

Dreams 

Genesis 41: 1-40. God spoke to Pharaoh in a dream, partly to show him a coming 
national crisis.  He put the interpreter of his dreams, Joseph, in charge of the situation 
and he saved both Egypt and Israel. 

Daniel 1:17. God did a similar thing to Nebuchadnezzar and used Daniel in the same way 
he used Joseph. 

Joel 2:28. God did not stop giving dreams when the Bible was completed.  Joel 
prophesied that they are for today as well. 

Matthew 1:20. Joseph, the husband of Mary, not only had dreams, but he saw and heard 
from an angel during them.  Although none of us are in such a special position as he was, 
surely we can expect similar things from God in our day if the need arises. 

Angelic messages 

Angels do not have any power or inspiration of their own.  They can only say and do 
what God tells them.  It is the Holy Spirit who gives them the power to do God’s will and 
he also inspires them to speak the word of God to people in a similar way in which he 
inspires us to prophesy. 

To prophesy is to be earnestly sought 

Prophecy in all its forms is a gift from God.  It is not a reward for those who pray a lot, 
nor for those who keep holy lives.  It cannot be earned, but only received from God as 
he decides to give it.  In his love and grace he responds to those who, with an honest 
heart and humble persistence ask him for the supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 14:1. “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts 
especially the gift of prophecy.” 

It is not achievement, and does not give us a higher position in the church.  No one can 
take credit when God uses them to prophesy.  They cannot put it down to their years of 
Bible study or Christian service.  The fact that some may prophesy often, does not make 
them a superior kind of Christian.  It simply means that God has responded to their 
earnest seeking, and therefore uses them to bless the congregation.  The ability to 
prophesy is not a permanent ability.  It is a gift given when the Holy Spirit decides. 
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Lesson Two 

True prophecy today 

The gift of Prophecy has always been manifested in the Church throughout its history, 
even though it has been more evident at some times than others.  It was in widespread 
use at its birth, but as the church declined spiritually so did the use of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit.  They also dwindled as leaders tried to control all that was said and done by 
the people.  This was a wrong use of their authority, and it resulted in the starvation of 
the manifestation of prophecy.  Again, when Bible reading and prayer declined, the 
spiritual gifts were not evident to the same degree. 

In these last days there has been a revival in the Pentecostal experience, which has led 
to a much greater manifestation of this gift of the Spirit.  As this present age draws to a 
close prophecy will be needed more and more to combat Satan as he seeks to mobilise 
the world against the Son of God and his Church.  But God is never taken by surprise, 
and he is raising up his own people to destroy the deceptions of the enemy.  True 
prophecy will play an important part in God’s divine strategy.  He did a similar thing in 
Bible times, it is logical that he should continue it in our day. 

False prophecy 

There was false prophecy mingled with the true in the early church.  It is bound to be 
the same today, and we should not be surprised.  However, the possibility of the false 
does not rule out the reality of the true.  In fact, it rather proves the reality of the true. 

God exposed false prophecy and visions several times in Scripture.  He hates it, and 
condemns it strongly because it misleads his people.  Several examples are given below. 

Jeremiah 14:14. “The Lord said to me ….. “The prophets are prophesying lies in my 
name.  I have not sent them or appointed them or spoken to them.  They are 
prophesying to you false visions, divinations, idolatries and the delusions of their 
own minds.” 

Jeremiah 23: 16-22 (it’s worth reading the whole passage).  “……do not listen to the 
words of the prophets who are prophesying to you.  They are leading you into 
futility; they speak a vision of their own imagination, not from the mouth of the 
Lord.” 

God warns us of it in our day too. 

Matthew 24:11. “…and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.” 

2 Peter 2:1. “But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there 
will be false teachers among you.” 

But God does not say that because there is false prophecy, we should not prophesy.  He 
says that we should seek and speak out true prophecy.  Truth is our defence against 
error. 
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Apart from the devil’s false prophecy, there is a danger that some prophecies given by 
Christians can be harmful because it comes from their imagination and not from the 
Lord. 

We must not discourage the prophetic gift because it can be dangerous or harmful.  
Remember even preaching can be dangerous.  Are we then to stop preaching? 

Fear of prophecy can grieve the Spirit 

Scripture is the final authority in all matters of faith.  But direct revelation, either 
verbal or visual is part of the revelation of God to his people.  The Bible contains all that 
we need in order to be saved, but it does not exhaust what God has in his heart for us. 

John 16: 12-13.  “I have much to say to you, more than you can bear.  But when he, 
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth.”  He will not speak on his 
own: he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is to come.” 

The Spirit of God is telling us today some of the things which Jesus did not say when he 
was on earth.  Surely some of these things come to us from him through the spiritual 
gifts.  Of course, God will not add ‘new truth’, but he will amplify what is written in the 
Bible. 

Many church leaders are afraid of prophecy because they reason it can be misused, and 
that people could add to the Bible and introduce heresy.  This can be a healthy fear, but 
if it goes too far and causes us to ignore or suppress these gifts, then the devil has 
triumphed, because he hates these gifts which expose his deceptions, and draw 
attention to the Son of God as his power is manifested through them in the Church.  In 
addition, the Spirit of God is grieved, and we are expressly told not to do this. 

Ephesians 4:30  “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God…” 
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Lesson Three 

Objections to prophecy 

Love is important, not the gifts 

Some teachers say that love is the vital evidence of spiritual life.  They use 1 Corinthians 
as a proof of this.  Therefore, they teach that the spiritual gifts are not to be sought 
after today.  They argue that the fruit of the Spirit is far more important than the 
evidence of the Spirit’s power. 

Love and the fruit of the Spirit are a vital necessity in the Christian’s life and ministry.  
In fact the Bible says that if the gifts are manifested without love, that manifestation 
may profit the recipient of the gift but not the donor. 

1 Corinthians 13: 1-3. “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal …. I gain nothing.” 

The life of Jesus was characterised by love and the fruit of the Spirit.  When Jesus 
prophesied, however strong that prophecy was, he always spoke it out with love and 
grace.  But he did not only show love, he showed the power of the Spirit by manifesting 
the spiritual gift too.  It is not either or, but both and, in fact, if Jesus had only shown 
the love of God, he would have failed in his ministry, for, as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians. 

1 Corinthians 4:20. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.” 

Jesus showed the power of God by what he was, and what he said, and what he did or 
manifested, i.e. the confirming signs or gifts of the Spirit who empowered him to do so.  
The early disciples lived the life and preached the Gospel, but they needed the evidence 
that God was working with them, and in Mark 16:17 God promised them signs alongside 
their preaching.  In verse 20 it plainly says that: 

Mark 16:20. “Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. 

Prophecy is one of these signs. 

There is no need for these gifts 

Our main task is to preach the Gospel to those who have not heard it.  We must not get 
diverted from that by anything.  Some Christians have got so involved in pursuing the 
gifts and experiences of the Holy Spirit they have neglected the preaching of the Gospel. 
This can never be right, for it shows that their main interest is finding excitement and 
personal satisfaction rather than a desire to win the lost.  The Spirit of God is not 
interested in sensationalism and he does not give his gifts in order to produce it, but to 
open the way for the Gospel or the health of the Church, depending in what context the 
prophecy is given.  He is seeking all the time to focus our attention on the Son of God 
just as Jesus said he would. 
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John 16:14  “He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it 
known to you.” 

And as part of this glorifying he shows the power of God through those sign gifts as we 
preach the Gospel in his name. 

If there is a need today for the healing of the sick, then, apart from the skill of the 
doctors, there is surely a need of divine healing through the biblical gifts of healings? If 
there are demon spirits possessing the minds and lives of people today, there is the need 
to uncover them through the gift of the discerning of spirits, so that we can deal with 
them in the power of God.  How then can we omit these gifts and say they are not 
necessary?  There is possibly a greater need today than ever before. 

These gifts ceased with the apostles, or canon of Scripture 

Many teachers say (not so many as 50 years ago), that prophecy and other gifts ceased 
with the Apostolic age: 

1 Corinthians 13: 8-10.   “Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they 
will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, 
it will pass away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when 
perfection comes, the imperfection disappears. 

Some teach here that ‘the perfect’ referred to here means the completed (perfect) 
Canon of Scripture.  They say that because we now have the whole revelation from God, 
we no longer need these gifts such as prophecy, because the Bible has replaced spiritual 
gifts.  This cannot be true. In fact, the completed (perfect) Bible still contains the 
exhortation to the church to: 

1 Corinthians 14:1. “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts 
especially the gift of prophecy.” 

If God commands us to seek these gifts, we dare not say they are not needed today. 

Manifesting the spiritual gift of prophecy is not adding to or taking away from the Bible, 
it is speaking the Word of God directly, but according to what is written in it, it must 
never be used as an alternative to it, but only to underline its principles. 

Prophecy is dangerous 

It certainly can be dangerous, because some who manifest the gift may be slack in their 
spiritual life; therefore the prophetic word could be affected by their lack of spiritual 
health.  But are we to say that because a thing is dangerous we had better ignore it?  If 
we say that, then we had better stop preaching for that can be dangerous if error is 
preached.  Teaching can be dangerous.  The doctrine of baptism can be divisive and 
dangerous; so can the doctrine of communion. Shall we stop teaching those things?  Of 
course not.  Let us make sure that we are in the Spirit when we prophesy or preach, or 
teach.  Then we are safe. 
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Replaced now by teaching 

Prophecy is not the same as teaching.  Scripture clearly distinguishes between the two. 

Acts 13:1. Mentions both the prophets and the teachers. 

Acts 13:1. “In the church at Antioch there were both prophets and teachers.” 

The argument that teaching has now replaced the gift of prophecy is unscriptural.  The 
Bible shows that both are essential for the health of the Church.  Teaching gives us a 
thorough knowledge of God’s principles; prophecy reveals the specific purpose of God in 
a given situation.  Teaching generally reveals the mind of God; prophecy often reveals 
his heart and feelings.  They are not mutually exclusive gifts, but complimentary.  
Prophecy without teaching could lead us into error, or a dependence on experiences.  
Teaching without revelation can lead us into correct but lifeless formality.  Perhaps 
prophecy is avoided by many teachers because it takes more faith and courage to 
prophesy than it does to teach. 
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Lesson Four 

Prophecy is necessary 

If God gave us this gift of prophecy, and used it all through the centuries, and if he urges 
us in our day to seek and use it, then one could say quite dogmatically that it is for 
today.  We should be aware of teaching that seeks to dispense with it, saying, that the 
gifts were right for one period of history but not for us today. 

1 Thessalonians 5: 19-20 “Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies 
with contempt.” 

Revelation 22: 18-19. “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 
book:  If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described 
in this book.  And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will 
take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city which are 
described in this book.” 

Prophecy is necessary today for the following reasons. 

To build up the church 

1 Corinthians 14:3. “But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their 
strengthening, encouragement and comfort.” 

To confirm the preaching of the Word 

Mark 16:20  To show that God is honouring and affirming what the disciples are 
preaching. 

God urges us to seek it and to manifest it 

1 Corinthians 14:1. “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts 
especially the gift of prophecy.” 

1 Corinthians 14:5. “I would like everyone of you to speak in tongues, but I would 
rather have you prophesy.” 

1 Corinthians 14:12 “Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts try to excel in gifts 
that build up the church.” 

1 Corinthians 14:39. “Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy.” 

Scripture needs application 

There is often a need to bring the specific personal or local direction into the general 
revelation of Scripture. 
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Prophecy makes heavenly things more real and exciting to us 

When somebody has a vision and they share it with us, it stirs our spirit and draws us 
closer to God.  When God shows somebody a vision of heaven and they share it it excites 
those who hear it.  It can move worship into a new dimension and the congregation into 
a deeper personal relationship with God. 

It builds up, exhorts and encourages the Church 

If a prophecy describes the great armies of God in the heavens and their constant 
success, it nerves the Church for further warfare on the earth.  If it describes the great 
mercy and understanding of the Father, it helps those who are discouraged to turn to 
him and take hold of his hand and go on in their faith.  If it describes God’s 
wholehearted forgiveness, it causes those who feel that they have gone too far in sin to 
realise that they will never exhaust his grace, and they will come for cleansing and hold 
their heads up once more.  Again, if the prophecy brings a warning from God or 
correction, then they are able to hear God’s loving but firm voice and to respond or 
repent. 

The major purpose of prophecy is to bring the living personal word from God to those 
who need it, so that they press on in the Christian life into which Jesus brought them 
through his death and resurrection. 

Prophecy sometimes brings answers to prayer 

2 Kings 19: 20-21. “Then Isaiah son of Amos sent a message to Hezekiah:  “This is 
what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I have heard your prayer concerning 
Sennacherib King of Assyria.  This is the word that the Lord has spoken against 
him:” 

God heard the prayer of Hezekiah and responded to him by sending Isaiah the prophet to 
answer his prayer.  I know that we are referring primarily to the gift of prophecy rather 
than the ministry of the prophet (Isaiah was a prophet, not just somebody who 
prophesied sometimes), but we do not need to be prophets to prophesy, and we can all 
have our prayers answered in this way from time to time. 

On occasions judgement comes through a prophecy 

2 Samuel 12:1. “The Lord sent Nathan to David.” 

David sinned against God, and God sent Nathan to judge him through a short prophetic 
word. 

2 Samuel 12:7  Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!  This is what the 
Lord, the God of Israel says:” 
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Prophecy can bring warning 

These warnings are not always related to judgement; they are sometimes given to 
safeguard people. 

God warned Paul in Acts 21:10. 

Acts 21:10. “After he had been there a number of days a prophet named Agabus 
came down from Judea.” 

Agabus told him about how he would be treated in Jerusalem. 

In Matthew 2:13 God warned Joseph through an angel who prophesied to flee to Egypt 
for safety. 

Matthew 2:13. “When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream.   “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.” 

Prophecy expresses praise 

1 Chronicles 25:3. “As for Jeduthun, from his sons ……, six in all, under the 
supervision of their Father Jeduthun, who prophesied, using the harp in thanking 
and praising the Lord.” 

Prophecy is sometimes sung; indeed many of the Psalms are prophecy set to music.  This 
is not the same as ‘singing in the Spirit; which is a new language.  Prophecy needs no 
interpretation for the words are understandable. 

Prophecy mostly comforts 

It usually confirms what God has already indicated to a person or church.  It is sort of 
divine underlining of the written Scriptures.  This is one of God’s ways of reassuring his 
people, and urging them on.  Of course there are times when God brings something quite 
new to us through a prophecy, but that new thing will never contradict Scripture. 

It’s valuable in pastoral counselling 

Counselling is something we all might need on occasions.  Some people need quite a lot 
of it when they are in times of crisis or special need, but we must be careful not to 
spend too much time on it. 

When prophetic words are given by the Spirit in a counselling situation they often point 
out a person’s real problem very quickly, and enable the problem to be dealt with in a 
short time. 

Prophecy, with its attendant gifts of the word of wisdom and knowledge and discerning 
of spirits is very economical.  It can get to the root of a matter very quickly.  It also 
tends to strip off the disguises by which people try to hide what is really in their heart.  
These gifts expose things as they are making the ministry time short and effective. 
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Prophecy is preaching 

Prophecy in the pastor’s preaching, can light up the sermon.  It can add weight to what 
is being said and therefore inspire the people’s hearts rather than merely inform their 
minds. 

Prophecy helps in evangelism 

When somebody is seeking Christ, there is sometimes a need to uncover past 
involvement, in say the occult, before they can surrender their life to Christ.  This 
uncovering can come through a gift of prophecy or the discerning of spirits.  Often in a 
flow of prophecy God will include a word of wisdom, or a word of knowledge, so we 
cannot compartmentalise the gifts too much. 

Prophecy does man, many, good things.  No wonder God encourages us to ‘earnestly 
desire it’. 
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Lesson Five 

How, when and where to prophesy 

I believe the Holy Spirit would prophesy far more often than when we make ourselves 
available,  In fact every time I have desired to prophesy the Holy Spirit has ministered 
through me.  It is impossible to know if the desire originated with him or me. 

The important thing is to learn to recognise the gentle urging of the Spirit within our 
spirit.  We can learn to do this because he does ‘speak’ to us. 

Romans 8:16  “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit….” 

Because we are born again, we recognise our God’s voice.  Sometimes we will 
experience a strong sense of God’s presence with us, almost as if God is wanting us to 
speak for him.  Or, words will come to us and will not go away, so we feel bound to 
speak them out.  The Holy Spirit will never compel us to speak, only evil spirits compel. 

1 Corinthians 14:32. “The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of the 
prophets.” 

In other words, the one who has a prophecy which he or she could give, does not have to 
give it.  The Holy Spirit has a lovely way of urging us too prophesy, but he will never 
force us to speak out.  There are no easy ways to recognise the moment of prophecy, it 
only comes with experience.  Faith is needed, and courage too.  Most of us will feel 
afraid at times but there is no need because the Holy Spirit is gentle.  Remember we are 
responsible to obey the prompting of the Spirit, but after that, the responsibility is on 
the church leaders to weigh and give an opinion. 

We do not need to prophesy in an unusual voice, nor do we need to use the language of 
the King James Bible.  God expects us to use our normal voice, and our own vocabulary. 

When we prophesy it is important to speak in a clear voice and face the majority of the 
people.  If you are quiet spoken it might be good to go the front of the meeting and face 
the people.  If there is a microphone use it. 

How should church leaders handle prophecy 

People who prophesy are usually sensitive souls; beware then of discouraging them. In 
fact it is always a good policy to encourage the timid people who prophesy.  Those who 
prophesy are found to mingle their temperament with the way they prophesy. 

Make room for prophecy in the meeting.  The worship time is often an appropriate time, 
or after the sermon.  The worship leaders can play an important role here creating space 
and encouraging prophecy from the congregation. 

Firstly, make sure that everyone hears clearly what was said.  Then, if the prophecy is 
important enough, let the leadership repeat what was said, they may want to comment  
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on what has been said to reassure those in the meeting. It is easy with ready access to 
mobiles to record what is being said. 

Leaders must learn to evaluate prophecies.  If a prophecy is given, and the word has 
weight, a verdict needs to be given so that everyone knows what to do.  If the prophecy 
is seriously wrong, give the verdict there and then.  If it is not a very helpful word, or 
given more in the flesh than the Sprit, then leaders should speak privately afterwards to 
the person prophesying, but don’t let it stop the meeting. 

The best place in which to prophesy is within the church, wherever they gather, for it is 
there that the safeguards are meant to be applied.  It must be given where other people 
can hear it and judge it together.  

 As a general rule it is not good to prophesy into people’s lives about births, deaths or 
marriages. 

Some helpful ways of testing prophecy 

True prophecy will be balanced.  It will contain both warning and approval. 

2 Chronicles 19: 2-3. Jehu the seer, the son of Hanani, went out to meet him and 
said to the king, “Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord?  
Because of this, the wrath of the Lord is upon you.  There is, however, some good in 
you, for you have rid the land of the Asherah poles and have set your heart on 
seeking God.” 

It helps to have a few questions in our minds if we are leaders.  As we listen to the 
prophetic word, let us test it by the following criteria. 

1) Does it agree with Scripture? 
 Isaiah 8:20.  “If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light  
 at dawn.” 

2) Does it exalt Jesus? 
 1 Corinthians 12:3 “Therefore I tell you that no-one who is speaking by the 
 Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” 
 except by the Holy Spirit.” 

3) Does it build up? 
 1 Corinthians 14:3 “But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their  
 strengthening, encouragement and comfort.” 

4) Is it given in love? 
 1 Corinthians 13:2 “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all  
 mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, 
 but have not love, I am nothing.”       

5) Does it witness with the Spirit? 
 Romans 8:16 “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
 children.” 
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6) Is it rightly timed and controlled? 
 1Corinthians 14: 32-33 “The spirits of prophets are subject to the control 
 of the prophets.  For God is not a God of disorder but of peace.” 

7) Is it spoken out of prior knowledge? 
 2 Corinthians 4:2. “We do not use deception, nor do we distort the Word of 
 God.  On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend  
 ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” 

8) Are they speaking beyond their anointing? 
 Romans 12:6. “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If a  
 man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.” 

9) Does the person’s life add up? 
 Jeremiah 23:14. “And among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen  
 something horrible:  They commit adultery and live a lie.  They 
 strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that no-one turns from his  
 wickedness.  They are all like Sodom to me; the people of Jerusalem are 
 like Gomorrah.” 

10) Is the word fulfilled? 
 Deuteronomy 18:22  “If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord 
 does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken.   
 That prophet has spoken presumptuously.  Do not be afraid of him.” 

Some prophecy is long range prophecy!  Some are not fulfilled for a long time.  Part of 
Daniel’s, Jeremiah’s and Zechariah’s prophecies are still not fulfilled. 

God changes his mind.  The stories of Jonah, Hezekiah, and Moses all prove this.  In 
these cases, prophecy was not fulfilled, not because the prophecy was false, but 
because God, in is mercy, withheld judgement because people repented of their sin. 
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Lesson Six 

How can we improve our prophesying? 

There are different levels of prophecy, because there are different levels of ability and 
maturity among God’s people.  Different temperaments affect prophesying.  Some 
people are melancholic, tending to be very thoughtful, pessimistic and loners.  Some are 
choleric; generally activists, quick thinking and impatient. There are several other 
temperaments, but I quote just the two to point out that prophecy will come in 
different ways from different people. 

As in most exercises in life practice makes perfect.  Prophecy is no exception.  One 
might start with something simple and say, “The Lord is with you.”  This is good and is 
comforting, but there is a higher level in which someone will bring clear guidance to a 
church which needs it at that particular time.  Yet another level is that in which 
someone will prophesy in a way which will bring us into the very presence of God, and 
we will simply bow down before him because it is obviously a direct word from God’s 
throne.  The one who brings such a word is not superior to the one who brings the simple 
word, the person is just prophesying on a higher level because God and their spiritual 
training enables them to do so.  Generally speaking, those who have either the ability or 
the willingness to spend much time in God’s presence will prophesy at a higher level. 

Preparation is important 

There are no short cuts to effective prophecy, but this does not mean that new 
Christians cannot prophesy at all unless they undergo years of arduous training. God is 
very gracious and often allows a new Christian to bring a helpful prophecy to those who 
need it.  But as these new Christians progress in their faith, and if they desire to 
prophesy stronger prophecies, God begins to make greater demands on them. 

Importance of the Bible 

Firstly God will require them to read, study and memorise the Scriptures more than 
ever.  All Christians must know the Bible thoroughly.  If we love the Lord we will love his 
Word, for the author is the one we love dearly. 

2 Timothy 2:15.  “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
God.” 

If we obey this command, we will be better qualified to prophesy because our 
prophecies will be in line with Scripture and therefore free from error. 
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The essential discipline of prayer 

Prophecy is bringing words from the heart and mind of God.  Therefore, those who bring 
them must learn to know God well, otherwise how can they speak in his name?  It takes  
time and effort to know God, and apart from feeding on his Word, it is vital that we 
speak to him in prayer.  Prayer Is one of the major disciplines for the Christian, but it is 
also a joyful sharing of hearts between God and his people.  It must not be a grim daily 
duty, but a loving fellowship between those who love each other.  The best prophecies 
come from those who practice what is written in Jeremiah 23:18. 

Jeremiah 23:18. “But which of them has stood in the council of the Lord to see or to 
hear his word?  Who has listened and heard his word?” 

Notice that such a Christian sees as well as hears.  In other words, visions often come 
during prayer times. 

God’s demand for purity 

Those who would prophesy clearly and strongly must be constantly in the presence of 
the Lord.  Living in that place will require a purity of life. 

Psalm 24:3-4. “Who will ascend the hill of the Lord?  Who will stand in his holy 
place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an 
idol or swear by what is false.” 

How can we spend a lot of time with a holy God if we are not clean enough to do so?  
God hates sin with a total hatred, and if we are hiding sin in our heart, he will see it and 
turn away from us until we have dealt with it.  When we have done so, God will say to us 
‘now that you are clean, I can talk to you, and show you things which you can tell my 
people; because you have pleased me by your obedience, we can work together.’ 

Clean hands and a pure heart are essential for those who prophesy.  If we respond to this 
Scripture, making sure that we avoid sin as far as ever we can, then we can come from 
God’s holy presence with the clear prophetic word which will bless the church and urge 
it on to glory. 

Courage and perseverance 

Don’t be discouraged by the high standard which God requires from those who prophesy.  
Remember he will not lower his standard, but he understands us and knows that we will 
make mistakes.  Our blunders do not disqualify us from prophesying as long as we are 
humble enough to learn from them and be corrected by God who generally does this 
through our leaders, or other people in the church who love us.  Remember that God, 
the Holy Spirit is with us, only too willing to help us and to lead us on.  Take his  
outstretched hand, receive his help, and press on. 
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Lesson Seven 

The gift and the ministry 

Is someone who prophesies a prophet? 

The Bible says that all can prophesy though not all do, but only some were prophets.  
So, the fact that one can prophesy does not mean that they are necessarily a prophet. 
Prophesying is a gift; a prophet has a ministry.  The gift of prophecy can be manifested 
by anyone who is filled with the Spirit, but the ministry of a prophet is given to him as a 
permanent ministry. 

What is a prophet 

A prophet has a very important ministry.  Some interpret Amos 3:7 ‘God declares that his 
activity will never exceed the prophetic revelation he gives.’ 

Amos 3:7  “Surely the Sovereign Lord does nothing without revealing his plan to his 
servants the prophets.” 

If we claim that God has spoken finally through the incarnation of his Son, we can say 
that his Son is still speaking and he does this by giving prophets to his church. 

Acts1:1  “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and teach.” 

Ephesians 4:11  “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets.” 

There are true prophets, and false prophets.  There always has been, but we are 
considering the true prophets here. 

There are no Bible writing prophets today.  Such prophets ceased to exist when the Bible 
was completed.  There will never again be need for such men. 

I do not believe we have national prophets today.  There were national prophets in Israel 
in Bible times, but Israel was a theocracy; it was governed by God more than a King.  
Britain is not a theocracy, so we are not guided as a nation by prophets, although 
prophets may speak out within the nation.  Prophets today speak mainly to or through 
the Church. 

What sort of man is he 

A prophet is a man who really knows God, and is sensitive to his feelings.  He is a man 
with a heavenly and eternal perspective, so that he looks beyond what he sees amongst 
God’s people down here on earth and sees the Church’s condition as God sees it.  Then, 
he speaks out accordingly. 

His personality is involved in his prophesying; so is his temperament and background.  He 
has been prepared from his childhood and formed in his adolescence.   
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His burden is the will and kingdom of his God.  His passion is the same as that of the 
Spirit; the expressing of the glory of Jesus in the Church and in the earth. 

He must be free from the desire to publicise his own ministry, or to get money, or form 
his own organisation so that he can have power and wrong influence in the Church. 

Because his words can be authoritative, he must remain humble and leave it to God 
alone to vindicate his words. 

What does he do? 

He brings the clear, direct word straight from God to his church.  A prophet sees (‘roeh’  
a seer), and he speaks (‘nabi’, a spokesman).  He sometimes sees something from God 
suddenly while in the church, and will speak immediately, at other times he will become 
aware of what God wants to say over a period of time, but will wait for the right 
occasion on which to speak it out.  But he must be in an attitude of listening all the 
time, so that he is ready. 

A prophet has a ministry, or shall we say, he is a minister to the church.  He is God’s 
plumb-line for the church.  As he travels around the congregations God will show him 
what their real condition is like.  If there is hidden sin in it, he will reveal it.  If the 
leaders have a power complex, he will uncover it.  If the church is in good condition, 
God will enable the prophet to commend them for it.  His ministry is often a painful 
ministry, and he is often thought of as an eccentric. 

Ezekiel was a prophet who was often regarded in this way, especially when he had to lie 
on one side for over a year, and be bound with ropes facing Jerusalem. 
Ezekiel 4: 4-8 
“Then lie on your left side and put the sin of the house of Israel upon yourself.  You 
are to bear their sin for the number of days you lie on your side.  I have assigned 
you the same number of days as the years of their sin.  So for 390 days you will 
bear the sin of the house of Israel.  “After you have finished this, lie down again, 
this time on your right side, and bear the sin of the house of Judah.  I have assigned 
you 40 days, a day for each year.  Turn your face toward the siege of Jerusalem 
and with bared arm prophesy against her.  I will tie you up with ropes so that you 
cannot turn from one side to the other until you have finished the days of your 
siege.” 

A prophet will not always be popular, for he will withstand all that hinders God’s 
purposes.  He is not afraid to wound, though his purpose is to heal. 

So, his ministry can be summed up as follows: 

• He corrects God’s people when they are wrong. 

• He confirms and encourages them when they are right. 

• He brings them direction from God when they need guiding. 

• He reveals Heavenly realities, and the eternal future. 
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• He does this through revelation, not because he knows the situation in the church. 

Because his ministry is largely in the churches, the prophet must learn how to work with 
the leaders of the churches to which he is invited.  He may bring the strong word of God 
to them, but it is the pastors, elders and teachers who show how the church should 
respond to it in detail.  It is not the responsibility of the prophet to exercise authority in 
the church that is the job of the local leaders.  He comes under their authority while he 
is with them.  Prophets are not easy people to receive.  But just as they must come 
under local authority, and work with the leaders, they need encouraging and  
co-operation too.  If he is deprived of encouragement and oversight, he will become an 
individualist.  If he is not received, his ministry will be denied its full potential.  And the 
church will suffer because of the lack of wider input and vision. 

Prophets must stay in good condition 

In the magazine ‘Prophets Today’ A.G. Gardiner is quoted as saying, ‘The prophet is only 
useful so long as he is stoned as a public nuisance, calling us to repentance, disturbing 
our comfortable routines, breaking our respectable idols and shattering our sacred 
customs.’ 

He can only do this if he remains close to God.  This is true of anyone who serves the 
Lord, but a prophet is one who must see very clearly and hear very accurately otherwise 
his ministry is useless.  Even then he has a great need of the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
to make his work effective.  He can prophesy with all the right words, but if the power 
of the Spirit is not in it, the word does not affect the heart and cause the necessary 
changes. 

2 Chronicles 24:20. “Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of Jehoiada 
the priest.  He stood before the people and said, This is what God says:” 

If God had not given him the anointing or enabling, Zechariah could not have caused the 
people to change their behaviour. 

Schools of the prophet 

Probably prophets are born rather than made, but they still need training.  The five fold 
ministry gifts of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers are Christ’s gifts to 
his church.  They have been gifted and discipled by the Lord to prepare God’s people for 
work and service.  But such people still need help from others and fellowship with them, 
so, just as we have Bible Colleges to help train and equip pastors and teachers it would 
not be amis to have specialised colleges to train and equip prophets. 

In Israel there seemed to be a sort of school of the prophets. 

1 Samuel 10:5. “As you approach the town, you all meet a procession of prophets 
coming down from the high place.” 

1 Samuel 19:20. “But when they saw the group of prophets prophesying, with 
Samuel standing there as their leader.” 
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2 Kings 2:5. “The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked 
him.” 

Perhaps we could do with more prophets today?  Is it one of the ministry gifts neglected 
by the church?  We possibly believe we function well enough without them.  But if Christ 
gifted them to the church along with pastors, teachers and evangelists who we value and 
appreciate, perhaps we should enquire of the Lord where the prophets are. 

The church is possibly in an era of unparalleled deception.  What it needs at this time is 
a clear prophetic revelation of what is on the heart and mind of God.  Please God raise 
up again the ministry of the prophet that we may not be deceived and hear your voice 
clearly again. 
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Lesson Eight 

All true prophecy honours Jesus 

If a prophecy draws attention to the one who speaks it, there is something wrong with 
the prophecy.  Those who speak with a strange voce, or shout or put a very unusual 
expression on their face while they speak will only draw attention to themselves and 
take away our attention from the Lord Jesus. 

In every true prophecy we should hear words which express the love of God, and his 
grace and mercy.  Even if the prophecy has some strong words from God, or even if it 
expresses his anger, we should still be able to hear the mercy of God in the word too.  
Sometimes God brings judgement through a prophecy, but if it is a true word there is 
always a way of escape in it.  God will certainly do what he says unless we repent of the 
sin which brought the judgement in the first place.  If we do not repent, he will bring 
judgement, but if we do repent he will not bring it. 

True prophecy will always say something worth listening to. 

God does not waste words.  Therefore if someone gives a very long prophecy, it may not 
be of God at all, or, more of the person and only some of God. 

Discerning God’s word 

In this final section we will study a prophecy delivered by the late Alex Buchanan at a 
Leadership Conference in 1989. 

“God is not static, but an ongoing God.  I saw Jesus, the Head of the church striding 
through the earth, accompanied by vast numbers of the heavenly hosts.  He was 
building His church, and absolutely unstoppable.  He was sweeping aside all the 
powers who tried to hinder Him in this building.  I saw them reeling, then running 
into the darkness where they belong. 

Then Jesus stopped, and caused an angel to assemble His church leaders before Him, 
and embarked on a tour of inspection.  He looked very keenly on each one, and 
when He saw those who were fully armed, vigorous and bright-eyed, He approved of 
them and commended them, and caused an angel to note down their names saying 
‘with these leaders I will move into further battles, and they will thus help Me to 
build My church.’ 

But then Jesus, who beside His compassion, has a steely gaze on occasions, saw 
those whose breastplates were not properly fastened.  This indicated something 
wrong with their righteousness, and it angered Him and He caused the scribe angel 
to note it down.  When He saw some with their helmet askew, or missing altogether, 
the angel recorded it.  He commanded some to draw their swords, and when the 
edge was found to be blunt or the blade rusty with disuse, He was angry, and again 
the angel noted it.  He then clearly said ‘I, together with those who are in good 
condition and good heart will build My church.  The others I reject from this warfare 
UNTIL, UNTIL there is total, wholehearted repentance. 
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Then he turned to look at the nation of England in particular, and he saw the utter 
corruption and the greed in every walk of life, (then I remembered the prophecy 
given to me in 1974, that the nation, because of the apathy of the church has 
become a prey to any foul spirit, and it is infiltrated by any and every religious 
system controlled by demonic powers, who are already ruling part of the nation.) 

But the Lord Jesus is never depressed,, and as He looked at this sight (so depressing 
to us) He, without hesitation said ‘now that I have found more rugged leaders, I will 
destroy the wicked one in this nation wherever the leaders open the way for Me to 
do so, and I will be exalted. 

But then he looked at us who are leaders and laid this tremendous responsibility 
upon us, saying ‘with new flexibility and new strategy I call you to take My people 
back to the old ways, the ancient paths.  Let the Word of God be embedded deep in 
the hearts of My people, and not dangled before them like morsels.  So that when 
the time of deprivation comes, they will not be comfortless, or without direction. 

I want you to raise up true prayer, wherein there is fellowship which I can enjoy, and 
prayer which is an act of warfare.  Learn to issue those decrees which will enable 
these angelic armies to come into battle beside you and bring down the wicked one. 

I am not asking, but requiring My people to display real holiness and the fear of God; 
in which My grace is no longer taken for granted.  I want fear, godly fear and holiness 
in the lives of My people.  Then I will see in it the tokens of true devotion, which will 
enable Me to give responsibility and therefore rewards. 

I require the whole Gospel to be preached, for I am tired of these commitments 
which mean nothing, I ask you as leaders to be very sure that they are truly born 
again and bear the fruit; until you see it, do not name them with the name of 
Christian, for I want those who become strong, and quickly rugged.  I require reality 
in all these things. 

Alex Buchanan 
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Questions to help us discern if it is of God 

1) Who is Alex Buchanan and what are his credentials? 
2) Is the prophecy given in love? 
3) Does it witness with your spirit? 
4) Is it rightly timed and controlled? 
5) Does the prophecy honour Jesus? 
6) Does it predict the future? 
7) Does it give guidance? 
8) Does it give a clear vision? 
9) Is it upbuilding for the church? 
10) Can it be confirmed in Scripture? 
11) Can it be applied to our situation? 
12) Does it make heavenly things more real and exciting to us? 
13) Is God bringing judgement through the prophecy? 
14) Is God bringing a warning? 
15) Is God expressing praise? 
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